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Not being allowed to go through Dutch waters, the flotilla came to the Rhine by way of the French rivers and canals, entering at Havre and reaching Cologne after a journey extending over several weeks.
The British zone of occupation measured something over 2000 square miles and had a population of nearly two and a half million souls. It was divided both for military and civil purposes into five army corps areas, these areas, as well as their sub-divisions, being made to coincide as far as possible with the German civil boundaries. My instructions were that each area should be regarded in the same way as a " command " at home, and that all troops in it, whether forming part of the army corps or not, should be under the orders of the corps commander for administration, discipline, and defence duties.
Similarly, each corps commander was responsible for the civil administration of his area, which he carried out through the medium of the local civil authorities. The only exception to this arrangement was Cologne and its suburbs, which were placed under a separate " civil administrator " attached to the staff of the Military Governor. The back areas of Malmedy, Montjoie, and Schlieden, being unoccupied by troops, were administered by specially appointed officers reporting direct to general headquarters.
The so-called " Military Governor " was merely the senior staff officer at general headquarters for civil administrative measures : he commanded no troops, and therefore could issue no orders to corps commanders except with my authority. The real " Military Governor " was in fact none other than myself, the Commander-in-Chief. The title must have often puzzled the Germans, and it certainly tended to create confusion in the minds of the corps commanders, but as it had been in existence since we entered the country I decided not to change it so as to avoid causing further confusion. I did, however, issue instructions to corps commanders to make it clear that they were responsible to me for their respective areas, and that the Military Governor was not a commander, but the staff officer through whom my instructions regarding civil administration were conveyed